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CAIB]LE This is UNEVALUATED Information|

Al ARE_DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.

ki Om 10 April 1955, the 9 Taak Division, Pedelenie | | vhich was at
" te Army Besdquarters, was desigoated &8 ths 9 Tank Brigadas, Podelenis
and was sttached to the 1 Army.

2. The fo
April

ollowing changes escurred in the 9 Tank Division batween Fehruary and,
1955 (similar sbanges may Have eccwrred also in other tank divisions):

e a. The parsomnal stremgth wes owt by 1,300 to 2,000 men, This affgcted
Lot minly the howitzer sad engineer regiments, the mechanized rifls battal-
AR ion, and the trwck company. The relassed trocps wers sssigned to new

artillery umits in Samekov snd Redemir or an existing howiixzer regiment
: in Pluven, te the artillery wnit which is one kilometsr from Sefia in
L the direction of Bamokov, and provably te an wnidentified Xhpskovo umit.

». Theare was nochange in the tank strength.

e’ Three battaliens and nins batteries of the howitzer regiment ware re-
duced to two battalions and six Batteriss. Two of the batteries were
eupud of enly officer parsonnsl and training reserves.

3. Bstwesn .hwy and Moy 1935, the following equipment and Soviet personnsl
arrived in the 9 Tank Division:

&. 35 nev Czech tanks, which replaced the old tanks: These tanks, which
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were larger than the T-3k tanks, were accompsnied by & Soviet Genarsl,
who became an adviser to the brigade in addition to the Soviet Colonel,
who was alresdy attached to the brigade)

b. 36 new ZIS-15 trucks in the howitzer regiment, which replaced old ZIS-
150 trucks sent to Samokov and Redomir, and twelve new ZIS-151 trucks
which replaced some old ZIS-5 trucks in the AAA Regiment, Podelsnie 25X1
k. 1In May 1955, preparations were made in the 9 Tmnk Bri to renlace the
Vintovka carbines with new automatic Vintovia ri:lu.gTh | 25X1
nev larger AL guns were to replace the old 37-mm. guns.

5. The following are views of the platoon commander of Podelsnie 25X1

a. The sbove changes are the result of & plan to attach the 9 Tank Brigade
to the naw Joint Soviet-Satellite Command and to assimilate its armament .
and organization to that of other Satellite tank brigades.

b. The purpose for the organizationml changes in the 9 Tank Divisiocn was to
creats complax smaller wnits capable of independent actiom.

6. The commandsr of the Chemical Company of Podelenie believes that the 25X1
recrganixed units of the 9 Tank Brigade have the same authority as befare,
but that fewer troops are less vulnarsble in &n atomic attack.

7. Tha follewing ars moves of Podamiuzm its subordinate units in late 25X\1
Janwmry 1955: ,

a. The Novitzsr Artillery Regiment moved to Gorna Banya from barracks in
Sukhedsl, Sofis Obshtina. These barracks ware later occupied by an
wmidentifisd regiment with 35 to 40 self-propellsd artillery pisces and
by an incomplate tank regiment with sbout 20 T-34 tanks.

b. An unidsntifisd battalion wes transferred from the Howitzer Artillary
Regimant to & nav artillery unit in Samokov, after s mountain artillery
regiment in Samckov moved to an wnknown destinmtion.

8. The Cerps in Befis (Sofiiskis Cerpus) sngaged in artillery exercises in the
Bofis ares betwesn Juna and July 1955.

9. | | a mosuver incluling all Satellite armies under & joint 25X1
command will probadly take place in Bulgmria.

10. There are 13 AA batteries around Sefis and thres aroumd Dimitrovgred. Tha
Rifle division whieh is loosted in Blivmitss, Sofia Okoliya, remmined a
divisien daspite & decreass in strength datween Febrwmry and Mareh 1955.

11. ‘ \ the, Infantry Battalisn thare becams 25X1
s regiment in March 1955. ’

S Tare MY Rrs

12. Mors than 10,000 Troops from Plovdiv, Xurdxhall, Sofis, Burgas snd other
t inclwding reserves from Plovdiv, Khaskove, and Kurdzhali Okeliyas
principally, engaged in 15-day simulated atomic and gas werfare mansuvers
in Late September 1954 in the Ikhtimsn and Samokov Areas.

25X1

&. All types of military units participated,
which was the only unit from the 9 Tank Division (now 9 Tenk Brigade).

b. An wunknown number of Soviet advisers participsted in the mmnauvers,
inclwding & Colonsl Genersl and & Lisutenant Colonel, both of whem com-
manded ! and observed ths mansuvers.
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c. The "Enswy" was smaller in number but superior in technical squipment.
The mansuvers were carried out in the following three phases;

a. PFPhase ome: A ten-day simulsted atomic and gas attack was mads on a
concentratad positiom;

(1) The defenss dug three-meter deep personnel trenches and trsaches
for guns;

(2) A simulated atomic and gas attack by air wes made on the gum
positions. Im both attacks Sovist-type gas masks were worn.
Chemical troops, wearing rubber suits, sprayed the guns to simu-
late atomic o gas comditions. After the attacks, the guns were
decontaminated with chemicals. Ome type af chamical was used after
the gas attack and another type was used after the atomic attack.

(3) There were twe to thres gas attacks per day, and the atomic attacks
ocewrred about every other day.

bs Phass two: After the atom bombing, the troops crossed the "ensmy" ares.
Only the rifls troops wore special capss covering the head, arms, and
lags. The oapas were waxed or oiled to withstand radistion. Vehicles
ware imstructed to transit the “ensxy" area rapidly.

c. FPhass thrse: Engineers om hills simulated an atomic explesism with a
flash and mushroom clowl three to fowr kilomsters from the troops south
or sextheast of Gorni Okol (N »2-28, E 23-31).

For the firat ten days, xll units gathsrsd about 20 kilometers southesst of
Ikbtiman at Grobs in the mowntains and om both sides of the highway. During
the last five days, tha wnits followed ths rosd towsrd the west &f Ikhtimsn.
Thay pesssd west of Verinske and west of Stwiens Dam. They prodedly went
throwgh Shiskmmnovo, passed acuth of Mmlkevo, went wvest of the Seofis-Samaskev
highway, handed south, pesssd west of Samokov, and finally arrived st Geve-
dartsi aad Mals Tswrkva.

Ths maneuvars tarmimated in & five to six howr parads with vehicles in
Govedartsi or Mxla Tswkva hefars Premier Charvenkav, Army Genaral Petur
Panchavski, Lisutensnt Gensral Diko Dikov, amd high Soviet sand other
Bulgarian officers.

i Exarc e

sever-day large-scale artillery exercises called
iring Practice) in the Opitsvet-Peturch aresa
between June and July 195k.

&. Units from Sofia, Sukhodol, Ssmokev, Stara Zagara, and Plavan participated.

b. The vespsns ineludsd more than 200 artillery guns as well as martars,
satinireraft guns, and antitank guns.

(1) | | three rocket (Resktivni) mertars
of Czech msks, with sight to twelve barrels in two cases, amd
capabls of sight to twelve simultansous shots. Thay wers mownted
on Praga trucks, delongimg to a Sofia unit.

(2) :thru rocket lawnchers (Kmtywshia type) mounted on
ZI8 trucks, belomging te a Pleven regiment, called "Reaktivem polk"
(rocket regiment).

c. Exarcises inclwmiaed firing directad by a Plane spotter. A new system of
artillery cross-Tire, ressmbling a cresping barrage, was used from thres
batterias.
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d. There ware Soviet advisers in each unit and altogether approximately
100 uniformed foreign military observers.
Another rockst launcher regiment is located in the Sofia area. 25X1

[ ]twelve recket launchers mounted om ZIS trucks at the 9 September 195k
parads in Sefia.

Nc. members of the 1935 recruit class are nov in tank unita.

At the Kumsritsa Airfield nesr Sofia in Janwary 1955 Jet 25X1
aircraft and gates of underground hangars, which were about 650 meters from

the concrete runvay. The runway was about 550 (sic, probably 55) msters

vide and more than 1,000 meters long.

Anti-Tite Pr St in Mili Units

The fellowing toock place in Podzlenul:|in the Sofis arem and is believed 25X1
to apply to all military umits: '

a. Dring June 1955, Political officers collected all propaganda litersture
in the barracks and troops were ferbiddan to possess gnti-Tito literature.

b. Aftsr ths Soviat-Yugoalav talks and the visit of Bulganin and Xhrushchev
to Sefis, political officers told the troops that the Tito break with the
Cominfarm was the result of Baris'’s falsification of certain documents
and that only Beria was gullty.
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